	


	Garrisons Lake to serve again as golf course
By Seth Clevenger
Staff writer

After almost three years of uncertainty, the future of the Garrisons Lake Golf Course on Route 13, south of Smyrna, is finally coming into focus.

At a public hearing on Oct. 27 at the Cheswold Fire Hall, the Garrisons Lake Golf Course Advisory Panel recommended that the 160 acres of state-owned land be restored to its previous use as a golf course.

Most of the crowd of more than 100 people at the meeting responded to the announcement with applause.

The Advisory Panel’s recommendation came after the public voted overwhelmingly in a survey to keep the golf course instead of converting the land into a community park or open space.

Of the 404 people who filled out the survey, 321 preferred that the land remain a golf course, 27 wanted it to be a park and eight wanted the land to be open space. The rest of the survey participants favored a combination of these concepts or another idea.

The Garrisons Lake golf course was previously owned by a group of private investors and managed by Ron Jaworski Management Inc. But this group of investors planned to sell the land to Wilmington developer Jay Sonecha, president of Blenheim Homes.

Many residents of Garrisons Lake protested the prospect of a housing development on the site and called for government intervention.

In June 2004, the Bond Committee set aside $5 million in funds from the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) so the state could purchase the land.

DelDOT purchased the land from Sonecha for $3.4 million on Sept. 8, 2004, in a deal that restricted the land from residential use.

But even after the state had bought the land, the question of how to use it still remained.

This July, Garrisons Lake residents attended a public workshop to address the future of the site and came up with the three main proposals: restoring the golf course, creating a park or using the land as an open, passive recreation area.

Now that the golf course plan has been chosen, the Advisory Panel plans to transfer ownership of the land to Delaware’s Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) and hire a private management company to run the golf course.

Mike Williams, a public relations representative at DelDOT, said strong public opposition to the proposed housing development led to the state’s purchase of the land.

“Residents living along the property said the community can’t afford to lose this resource,” he said.

Williams said the decision about what to do with the land became clear after the results of the public workshops.

“The biggest public sentiment was to keep it the way it was before,” he said. “Even those who may have wanted a park can recognize the majority feeling about what they’d like it to be.”

State Rep. Bruce Ennis, D-Smyrna, who supported the state’s purchase of the land, said he was pleased with the results of the public workshops and the plan to maintain the golf course.

“It didn’t surprise me how many people felt,” he said. “I think it’s a great selection.”

“Some feel the state shouldn’t be in the business of golf, but I think the need for land used for open space in the area surpasses the criticism I’ve heard,” Ennis said.

Although the state has chosen to keep the golf course intact, some logistical issues remain.

At the meeting, the Advisory Panel said the golf course would need improved access from Rt. 13 and more space for parking. Management and security concerns about the course also persist.

Herb Brown, who has lived in Garrisons Lake since 1983, didn’t like the idea of a community park on the land because he was concerned about a possible increase in break-ins.

“I want them to revert it back to a golf course like it was intended to be,” he said before the Advisory Panel announced its plan to keep the golf course intact.

“The golf course is what we want to see,” said Barbara Dickerson, who also lives near the course. “It was very nice back then – a family-oriented place.”

Harry Morrow, who lives along the fifth fairway of the course, was especially glad that the land didn’t become a housing development.

He no longer plays golf, but still wanted the golf course to remain in operation

“Even though I can’t play anymore, I hope (others) can continue to play,” he said. “At least we don’t have any houses going up there.”

	


